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[bookmark: _GoBack]Channel 4 unveils expert Formula 1® presenting team


Coulthard, Webber, Wolff, Chandhok, Senna and Prost part of C4 line-up

Free-to-air broadcaster’s team celebrates diversity and F1® experience

Guy Martin and David Coulthard head-to-head race to kick off C4 coverage


Channel 4 today unveiled its presenting team for the 2016 FIA Formula One World Championship™ which celebrates the diversity of motor racing and includes some of the biggest legends in Formula 1®. The line-up includes experienced drivers David Coulthard, Mark Webber, Alain Prost, Alex Zanardi, Susie Wolff, Karun Chandhok, Eddie Jordan and Bruno Senna; alongside seasoned live presenters and journalists Steve Jones, Ben Edwards and Lee McKenzie.

13-times Grands Prix winner and experienced broadcaster, David Coulthard will be the lead expert analyst and commentator and will front Channel 4’s coverage at every Grand Prix of the season alongside consummate live presenter and lifetime F1® fan, Steve Jones.

Coulthard will be joined for Channel 4’s live races by expert analysts Mark Webber, whose career spans 12 seasons and nine Grands Prix wins, and Scottish racing driver Susie Wolff, who was until recently a Williams F1 test driver and in 2014 became the first woman in over 20 years to take part in a Grand Prix weekend.  

Formula Asia Championship winner and former GP2 Series driver Karun Chandhok takes the role of Technical Analyst and will grill team bosses and engineers and commentate from the pit lane; with former BBC F1® team member Lee McKenzie as a reporter. Race commentary alongside Coulthard will be led by former-BBC and Eurosport team member, Ben Edwards.

A range of motorsport legends will be part of the wider presenting team across the 2016 World Championship season including: four-times F1® World Champion, Alain Prost; former racing driver, team boss and BBC analyst, Eddie Jordan; former F1®, World Touring Car driver and gold-medal winning Paralympian Alex Zanardi; British Touring Car driver Nic Hamilton; and FIA Endurance Championship race driver and nephew of three-time F1® World Champion Ayrton Senna, Bruno Senna.  

Additionally, one of the icons of motor sport on television, Murray Walker will give his unique insight into the world of F1® as he interviews some of the stars of the sport.  And current Renault driver Jolyon Palmer who is embarking on his first year in F1®, will provide his unique perspective from the race track with a regular column at www.channel4.com/f1. 

Unveiling the new team, Channel 4’s Chief Creative Officer Jay Hunt said: “This is the dream team – we've brought together the very best in screen and off screen talent to make Channel 4's coverage unmissable.”

David Coulthard said: “I’m very proud to be a part of this exciting line up which will give F1 fans who choose to watch the most creative and innovative free-to-air coverage of the season a totally fresh perspective. This season promises to be the most competitive for years and viewers can look forward to extensive coverage of all the races, expert punditry, unrivalled paddock and pit access as well as exhilarating stunts and features throughout to bring the audience right into the heart of the race action."

To launch its F1® coverage, Channel 4 will broadcast a special programme with motorbike racer and lorry mechanic, Guy Martin and David Coulthard as they go head-to-head, pitting Guy’s Tyco BMW Superbike against David’s V8 Red Bull racing car in a test of speed never seen at Silverstone before. The adrenalin fuelled challenges include a drag race, a brake test, a slalom, a full circuit race – and physical and mental tests in the pit garages. This one-off programme produced by North One Television will be broadcast on Thursday 17th March at 9pm ahead of the first race weekend. 

Amongst the features included in the first weekend’s race coverage will be McLaren and Jenson Button dropping into the heart of the action at Melbourne with a little help from the RAF – while Channel 4’s presenters put celebrities through their paces on the tracks, including Susie Wolff’s heart-pumping rides around Brands Hatch with British boxer and former world champion David Haye and actor and comedian Johnny Vegas, amongst others.

As part of a three-year deal from 2016-2018 with Formula One World Championship Limited, Channel 4 will broadcast live coverage of ten Grands Prix – without advertising breaks during the main races – including practice and qualifying sessions each season. Channel 4 will broadcast extensive highlights of all 21 races, including those broadcast by Sky Sports. Coverage will begin across the weekend of 18th-20th March with build-up and comprehensive highlights coverage of the 2016 Formula 1 Australian Grand Prix weekend. The channel’s first live race will be the 2016 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix broadcast over the weekend of 1st-3rd April.  

Channel 4’s F1® coverage will be produced by experienced independent sports production company, Whisper Films – set up by former BBC Sport F1® producer, Sunil Patel, David Coulthard, and presenter Jake Humphrey.   

Fleetwood Mac’s The Chain will be the title track of Channel 4’s F1® coverage ensuring this iconic tune remains the theme tune of Formula One on TV. Bespoke titles for each race weekend will be created by Oscar and BAFTA award-winning British VFX company, Framestore, who won an Academy Award for their critically acclaimed visual effects work on sci-fi space thriller, Gravity.     

Kayak, the travel search engine tool, is Channel 4’s official F1® sponsor.



Notes to editors:

· Pictures available on request – email picturepublicity@channel4.co.uk 

About Whisper Films 
Whisper Films, was established in 2010 by Managing Director Sunil Patel, alongside Jake Humphrey and David Coulthard specialising in high end sport production and branded content. In September 2015, Channel 4 took an equity stake in the company as part of its Indie Growth Fund, which supports the independent production sector.

About Formula 1®
Formula 1®, which began in 1950, is the world’s most prestigious motor racing competition and is the world’s most popular annual sporting series. In 2014 it was watched by 425 million unique television viewers from over 200 territories. The 2016 FIA Formula One World Championship™ runs from March to November and spans 21 races in 21 countries across five continents. Formula One World Championship Limited is part of the Formula One group, founded by CEO Bernie Ecclestone, and holds the exclusive commercial rights to the FIA Formula One World Championship™. For more information on Formula 1® visit www.formula1.com. 

F1, FORMULA 1, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, GRAND PRIX and related marks are trade marks of Formula One Licensing BV, a Formula One group company. All rights reserved.



Channel 4 unveils full length ad to launch F1® Coverage   

4Creative designed campaign celebrates Channel 4 as the new terrestrial home of F1®


Channel 4 today revealed the full 30” version of its latest conceptual ad campaign to launch its free-to-air coverage of the 2016 F1A Formula One World Championship™. Having been teased with a series of 5” and 10” teasers, viewers will now be able to see the Channel 4 branded F1® car in all its glory and finally hear the instantly recognisable F1® theme tune. 

The conceptual ad, conceived and created by in-house creative agency 4Creative, launches on Channel 4 today and shows an F1® car branded with Channel 4’s logo blocks in black and chrome as it performs donuts at Silverstone to the iconic bars of the classic F1® soundtrack, The Chain by Fleetwood Mac, also Channel 4’s title track for its coverage. The ad will also be broadcast in key spots on BT Sport and ITV1 including the England vs. Wales Six Nations rugby match on Saturday 12th March.

The specially designed Channel 4 car will also feature across a national poster campaign on roadsides and on the London Underground including targeted digital commuter panels, national press and business weeklies with the strapline: 0-220mph on 4. A complementary radio campaign will air alongside the TV and off-air campaign as well as during the run up to Channel 4’s first live race weekend in Bahrain, starting 1st April.

James Walker, Head of Marketing, Channel 4 said: “This new campaign is the perfect way to welcome Formula One to its new home on Channel 4 and it  will build on the already substantial anticipation levels ahead of the launch of our coverage and the start of the new season.”
	

Notes to editors:

Full credits:

Executive Creative Directors: Chris Bovill & John Allison
For Channel 4 Marketing
Head of Marketing: James Walker 
Senior Marketing manager: Grace Ayres
Marketing Manager: Sean Boles
Creative agency/production company: 4Creative
Creatives: Alex Boutell, Tim Fellowes, Richard Biggs, Jolyon White 
Director: Alex Boutell 
Photographer: Dom Romney
Business Director: Manu Albaladejo
Production Execs: Miketta Lane, Aymeric Gauvain
Exec Producer: Shananne Lane 
Producer: Tabby Harris, 
Off-air producer: Simon Pedersen
Audio:) Envy – Rich Martin
TK: MPC – George K
VFX: MPC
Editor: Nick Allix
Designer: Tim Fellowes
Digital Producer: Christos Savvides
Junior Digital Producer: Maddie Smith
Digital Production Assistant: Katie Kingzett
Digital Production Partner: Wearesupernatural

About 4Creative
4Creative is Channel 4’s multi-award winning creative agency and was named Campaign’s Advertiser of the Year for 2015. Headed up by Chris Bovill and John Allison, 4Creative acts as both creative agency and production company across all advertising and branding output for Channel 4 and its family of brands. http://www.4creative.co.uk/ 

About Formula 1®
Formula 1®, which began in 1950, is the world’s most prestigious motor racing competition and is the world’s most popular annual sporting series. In 2014 it was watched by 425 million unique television viewers from over 200 territories. The 2016 FIA Formula One World Championship™ runs from March to November and spans 21 races in 21 countries across five continents. Formula One World Championship Limited is part of the Formula One group, founded by CEO Bernie Ecclestone, and holds the exclusive commercial rights to the FIA Formula One World Championship™. For more information on Formula 1® visit www.formula1.com. 

F1, FORMULA 1, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, GRAND PRIX and related marks are trade marks of Formula One Licensing BV, a Formula One group company. All rights reserved.



KAYAK.co.uk signs exclusive deal to sponsor coverage of the 2016 Formula One World Championship™ on Channel 4 

KAYAK.co.uk becomes the first brand to sponsor the new home of F1® on UK terrestrial TV

4 Sales today announced that travel search engine KAYAK.co.uk will sponsor Channel 4’s coverage of the 2016 FIA Formula One World Championship™. 

The exclusive deal will see KAYAK.co.uk sponsorship idents appear around the live coverage of ten Grands Prix on Channel 4, including practice and qualifying sessions, as well as extensive highlights of all 21 races throughout the 2016 season. The sponsorship also extends to Channel 4’s online coverage of F1®, including watch live and catch up on All 4.  

Founded in 2004, KAYAK.co.uk enables people to search hundreds of travel websites at once to find the best offer for flights, hotels, rental cars and package holidays. With 50 million downloads of its app, KAYAK is also one of the travel market leaders for mobile.

Trails carrying the KAYAK.co.uk logo will launch today ahead of Channel 4’s 2016 FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPTM beginning Saturday 19th March with comprehensive highlights of the 2016 FORMULA 1 ROLEX AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX. Channel 4’s first live race coverage is of the 2016 FORMULA 1 BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX taking place over the weekend of the 2nd-3rd April.

Rupinder Downie, Partnerships Controller at Channel 4 said: “We are delighted that KAYAK.co.uk has become the official sponsor of Channel 4’s F1® coverage. KAYAK.co.uk is already market leading in the US and having just opened a London office on Christmas Day last year, this large-scale partnership will undoubtedly catapult their brand in the UK.” 

Loella Pehrsson, at Kayak.co.uk said: “We have been looking for a big bang sponsorship to drive mass awareness of KAYAK.co.uk. Millions of Brits will be tuning into Channel 4’s coverage of Formula One®, making this broadcast sponsorship the perfect platform for 


KAYAK to reach the masses. Channel 4’s in-depth, technical approach to covering the sport really struck a chord with us as a technology-led brand. This synergy makes us the perfect partners for coverage of Formula One® in the UK.”


Notes to editors:

About KAYAK
KAYAK is the world’s leading travel search engine. KAYAK searches other travel sites and shows travellers the information they need to find the right flights, hotels, rental cars and vacation packages. The company’s website and apps also offer tools to help travellers plan and manage their trip, including price alerts, price forecasts and free itinerary management. Each year, KAYAK processes more than one billion searches for travel information and has local sites in more than 30 countries and 20 languages. KAYAK is an independently managed subsidiary of The Priceline Group.


About Formula 1®
Formula 1®, which began in 1950, is the world’s most prestigious motor racing competition and is the world’s most popular annual sporting series. In 2014 it was watched by 425 million unique television viewers from over 200 territories. The 2016 FIA Formula One World Championship™ runs from March to November and spans 21 races in 21 countries
across five continents. Formula One World Championship Limited is part of the Formula One group, founded by CEO Bernie Ecclestone, and holds the exclusive commercial rights to the FIA Formula One World Championship™. For more information on Formula 1® visit www.formula1.com  

F1, FORMULA 1, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, GRAND PRIX and related marks are trademarks of Formula One Licensing BV, a Formula One group company. All rights reserved.


Race Schedule 
Between 2016 and 2018 Channel 4 will broadcast live coverage of ten Grands Prix each season, including practice sessions and qualifying, all live races to be broadcast without advertising breaks. Channel 4 will also show comprehensive highlights of all 21 races of the FIA Formula One World Championship.
Channel 4 coverage will begin over the weekend of March 18th with build up and comprehensive highlights of the 2016 Formula 1 Australian Grand Prix weekend. Channel 4’s first live race will be the 2016 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix, broadcast over the weekend of April 1st to 3rd.
Live Races 
Bahrain – 1st - 3rd April (4.00pm)
Spain – 13th - 15th May (1.00pm)
Europe (Azerbaijan) – 17th - 19th June (TBC)
Britain – 8th - 10th July (1.00pm)
Hungary – 22nd - 24th July (1.00pm)
Belgium – 26th - 28th August (1.00pm)
Italy – 2nd - 4th September (1.00pm)
Malaysia – 30th September - 2nd October (8.00am)
Mexico – 28th - 30th October (7.00pm)
Abu Dhabi – 25th - 27th November (1.00pm)
All Channel 4 F1 coverage will be broadcast free-to-air and in high definition.
All live races and highlights are available to watch live (simulcast) and on demand on All 4. You can also catch some of the best of the race action throughout the season at www.channel4.com/f1


Channel 4 Talent Biographies

David Coulthard
David Coulthard, or ‘DC’, is a retired Formula 1® driver and has become one of the most recognisable TV expert analysts since retiring in 2008. He will provide his expert analysis and commentary at every race of the F1® season exclusively for Channel 4.
Coulthard dominated Britain's junior Formula Ford categories in 1989 and became the first ever recipient of the McLaren Autosport BRDC Award for young drivers. In 1991 he fought a titanic battle with future Formula 1® rival Rubens Barrichello for the British Formula 3 Championship, and won the prestigious Macau F3 Grand Prix.
He joined the Williams Formula 1® team as a test driver in 1993, and after competing in eight grands prix for the team in the 1994 season he became a full-time F1® driver in 1995. That year he won the Portuguese Grand Prix and finished third in the championship.
After moving to McLaren, David took his new team's first win in three seasons at the 1997 Australian Grand Prix. In all, he scored 12 of his 13 Grand Prix wins and 51 of his 62 podium finishes with McLaren, and, after supporting team-mate Mika Häkkinen to the drivers' championship in 1998 and 1999, he finished runner-up to Michael Schumacher in 2001.
In 2005 David moved to the newly-formed Red Bull Racing team where he spent a further four seasons on the grid. By the time he retired from Formula 1® in 2008, he had notched up 247 race starts with 13 wins, 62 podiums, 12 pole positions and 535 points, making him the highest scoring British driver of all time. 
After his retirement he joined the BBC’s F1® broadcasting team alongside Jake Humphrey and Eddie Jordan. In 2010, he then became a co-commentator alongside Martin Brundle and spent the following five years developing his presenting attributes and is now one of the most highly-respected motorsport broadcasters.
Mark Webber 
Mark Webber is the reigning World Endurance Champion and will provide his expert analysis for Channel 4 on a regular basis throughout the 2016 season. 
He competed in F1® between 2002 and 2013 during which time he achieved nine race wins, 42 podiums, 13 pole positions, 19 fastest laps, and helped Red Bull Racing to four consecutive Constructors’ World Championships™.
After a successful run in karting and Formula Ford in his native Australia, Mark competed in British Formula Ford, Formula 3, Sports-cars and then Formula 3000 where his results landed him an F1® test drive with Benetton.
Mark made his F1® debut with Minardi in 2002 where in a race full of attrition he managed secure a fifth place finish scoring the team’s first points in three years. His ability to push a car beyond its limits opened the door for him to sign with the Jaguar Racing team and subsequently WilliamsF1. After moving to Red Bull Racing in 2007, Mark took his first F1® win in the 2009 German Grand Prix, which he described as the proudest moment of his career.
At the end of 2013 Mark left Formula 1® and, after a 15 year hiatus, re-joined sports-car racing as part of Porsche’s return to the LMP1 class of the FIA World Endurance Championship™.
In 2015, after a nail biting season finale which brought six hours of fighting and managing an ill car, Mark and his teammates won the World Endurance Championship® title with Mark becoming the first Aussie FIA World Champion™ since Alan Jones in 1980.
Mark has also appeared as a pundit for the BBC and Australia’s Network Ten on a number of occasions. 
Steve Jones
Steve Jones is an experienced live television presenter with a host of high profile live shows to his name. He will anchor Channel 4’s F1® coverage alongside David Coulthard, marshalling the extensive presenting team of racing experts to bring viewers all the highs and lows from the new season.
Steve first became a household name as one of the main presenters of the weekend morning strand 'T4' on Channel 4. He has since gone on to present on a broad range of  formats and live shows across different channels in the UK and US including Let's Dance for BBC 1, the US version of the X Factor, V Festival coverage for Channel 4 and travel documentaries for Sky 1, BAFTA coverage for E! Entertainment, Weekend Kitchen with Waitrose for Channel 4 and Young, Free & Single LIVE also for E4. 
Susie Wolff
After retiring in November 2015 from a long career spanning across a number of different motorsports, Susie Wolff joins Channel 4 from the launch of its F1® coverage as an expert analyst. 
After starting in karting at a young age, Susie began her professional career in the Formula Renault UK Championship, where she notched three podiums and was twice nominated for British Young Driver of the Year Award. After a brief spell in Formula 3, she made her name with Mercedes Benz in DTM between 2006 and 2012.   It was in this year that Susie moved into F1®, being signed by Williams.  
Wolff entered as a development driver for the team, holding the position for two seasons before being promoted to a test driver for the 2015 season. At the 2014 British Grand Prix Susie made history by becoming the first woman to take part in a Formula 1® race weekend in 22 years.   
Eddie Jordan
Eddie joins Channel 4 as an expert analyst at a number of Grands Prix across the season. Despite never having driven in Formula 1®, Eddie Jordan is one of the most high profile pundits in the sport having raced in his younger years, owned his own Formula 1® team, and proven his expertise in a TV analyst role in recent years.
Jordan was a successful kart racer in his mid-twenties and won the Irish Kart Championship in 1971. He worked his way up from Formula Ford in 1974, to Formula Three the following year and then made the move to Formula Two in 1979. He also took part in testing for the McLaren Formula 1® team, but a number of accidents meant that he decided to quit racing and turn to management. 
In 1980 he founded Eddie Jordan Racing and over the next decade brought some of the sport’s most famous faces through the junior class ranks, handing drives to the likes of Ayrton Senna, Damon Hill, Martin Brundle and Johnny Herbert.
Inspired by the success of his junior drivers, Eddie established Jordan Grand Prix in 1990 and entered Formula 1®, handed future seven-time world champion Michael Schumacher his Formula 1® debut. Rubens Barrichello secured the team’s first pole position and podium in 1994 and at the 1998 Belgian Grand Prix, Damon Hill and Ralf Schumacher’s first and second place finish made history, as Jordan Grand Prix became the first team in the sport to win its maiden Formula 1® race with a 1-2.
In 1999 Heinz-Harald Frentzen won the French and Italian GPs for Jordan and finished third in the World Championship™. The team also won the Brazilian Grand Prix in 2003 with Giancarlo Fisichella and it remains one of only five current teams to have won multiple Grands Prix in the past 25 years.
Eddie sold Jordan Grand Prix to the Midland Group in 2005, however, since then he has become a permanent fixture of Formula 1® broadcasting coverage. His excitable personality and straight-talking attitude made him a popular part of the BBC team for seven years. 
Murray Walker
Murray Walker is a legend of motorsport having become synonymous with Formula 1® during a commentary career spanning seven decades. He will interview some of the stars of F1® for Channel 4 this season.  His personal experience of the sport from its infancy in 1950, up to the present day, gives him a unique insight into the world of F1® which he will share exclusively with Channel 4 viewers this season.
Murray started commentating on regional motorsport events in 1948 before being chosen to be a part of the BBC’s original F1® broadcasting team in the 1970’s. He became the voice of F1® during the 80’s and 90’s during which time he had a number of high profile side-kicks in the commentary box. He struck up an unlikely chemistry with 1976 World Champion James Hunt and they became an increasingly popular duo for over a decade on the BBC.
Walker's passion marked him out among commentators, as David Coulthard once said, "he made even the most boring bike race sound interesting”. His passion for racing always shone through in his commentary, with his unique excitable style often leading to “Murrayisms” – miss-calls or statements of the obvious – that made watching and listening to Walker essential viewing right up until his retirement at the USA Grand Prix in 2001.
Lee McKenzie
Lee McKenzie is a highly respected broadcast journalist and presenter who joins Channel 4 in her familiar role as driver interviewer. She has spent the past seven years as a reporter in the F1® paddock for the BBC.
Lee has fantastic relationships with all the current F1® drivers and her gentle style and unparalleled knowledge of the sport gives viewers the opportunity to hear what is going on directly from the drivers as soon as they step out of the car.  
Lee started as a print journalist at the age of 15 before joining Border TV as a trainee and holds the distinction of being the youngest person in the UK to present the news having made her anchoring debut on Border TV at the age of 22 after just 12 months with the station as a trainee. 
Lee has previously presented and interviewed for the BBC at Wimbledon, 6 Nations Rugby, the Commonwealth Games, and on At the Races for Channel 4.
Karun Chandhok
Karun Chandhok is one of only two Indian drivers to ever compete in F1®, racing for Hispania and Lotus in 2010 and 2011 respectively. He has been involved with F1® broadcasting since 2004 as both a commentator and analyst. 
During the 2016 season Karun will be Channel 4’s technical analyst where he will be in the pit lane, grilling team bosses and engineers.  He will also contribute to commentary from the pit lane, advising on strategy calls, analysing pit stops and keeping viewers up-to-date with all the action in the pits on race weekends. Karun was spotted after a number of successful seasons in GP2, and in 2007 and 2008 was a test driver for Red Bull. It was Hispania who handed him his full F1® debut in 2010, the following year he was signed to Team Lotus and replaced Jarno Trulli as a lead driver at the German Grand Prix. 
Since then Chandhok has become the only Indian driver in the Le Mans 24 Hour and has built a reputation as an esteemed pundit and expert on the sport. He worked on regular F1® broadcasts in his native India as a commentator for Star Sports, as well as here in the UK with BBC Radio 5 Live and Sky Sports F1®.
Bruno Senna
Nephew of the late, great, Ayrton Senna, Bruno will appear in special features across Channel 4’s F1® coverage this season. 
Inspired by his legendary uncle, Bruno’s racing career started at an early age, and has featured a variety of motorsport series from karting, to Formula E, via Le Mans and Formula 1®. Senna got his first big break in 2005 when he was signed to the Räikkönen Robertson Racing team in Formula Three, where he spent one year before moving up to the GP2 series for 2007 and 2008.
In 2009 he raced in the Le Mans series before finally securing an F1® drive for Hispania Racing in 2010. The following year he transferred to Renault before following in his uncle’s footsteps by joining Williams in 2012. 
Senna moved to the FIA Endurance Championship™ with Aston Martin in 2013, competing once again at Le Mans. In 2014 Mahindra Racing confirmed Senna alongside fellow Channel 4 team member Karun Chandhok as their Formula E drivers for the 2014/15 season, a role he retained for 2015/16.
Alain Prost
Alain Prost, as one of the most successful drivers in Formula 1® history and a four-time World Champion, is a legend of the sport. Nicknamed "The Professor", for his intellectual approach to racing, Alain brings his wealth of experience to Channel 4 by providing analysis at several races throughout the season.
His F1® career began in 1980 with the Marlboro McLaren team, and despite his debut season not going to plan due to a number of retirements, he was tipped as a future star. And these predictions were confirmed on moving to Renault in 1981, where he only finished six out of 15 races, but did not finish lower than third; he ended up fifth in the Championship before going one better and getting fourth the next year. 1983 was his most successful, and final year with Renault, where he finished second in the Championship to three-time World Champion, Nelson Piquet. 
He returned to McLaren in 1984, winning seven races but still finished behind the formidable Niki Lauda in the final standings. Prost finally became the star of the show in 1985, where he went on to win back-to-back World Championships, and completed a hat-trick of consecutive wins at the Monaco Grand Prix. 
The Frenchman’s famous rivalry with Ayrton Senna was ignited when the Brazilian joined McLaren in 1988, and won the Driver’s Championship that year. Prost got revenge the following year when he sealed his third title almost as a parting gift to McLaren as it was revealed he would join Ferrari the following season. 
His rivalry with Senna continued in his first year at Ferrari and it was the Brazilian who came out on top at the end of the year, winning the title just seven points ahead of Prost. In 1991, he failed to win a race for the first time since his debut season and criticism of the team and the car led to him being sacked before the end of the season and taking a year out in 1992.
He returned to winning ways in 1993 with Williams, securing his fourth title but decided to retire at the end of the year with a record 51 Grand Prix wins (Michael Schumacher went on to break this in 2001). Prost worked as an analyst for French Channel TF1, before starting his own Prost Grand Prix team which operated from 1997 to 2001. 
Ben Edwards
Ben Edwards has been commentating on Motorsport since retiring from a fledgling driving career and was most recently the BBC’s lead F1® commentator since 2012.  He joins Channel 4 as lead commentator. 
Ben first started out in motorsport as a mechanic for Formula Ford teams in 1982, before beginning a career as a racing driver. He won the first Formula First championship, a now defunct championship for new drivers, and went to become champion in Caterham-Vauxhall sports cars. He also took part in the Euro Vauxhall Lotus championship where he raced against the likes of his co-commentator David Coulthard and Mika Häkkinen.
In addition to his work on F1® with the BBC, Ben has voiced television coverage of Superleague Formula and the British Touring Car Championship and has worked for numerous broadcasters including Eurosport, ESPN, ITV and F1® Digital +. 
Alex Zanardi
Alex Zanardi is a retired racing driver who now competes as a successful hand cyclist, having won two gold medals and a silver at the London 2012 Paralympics. He will join David Coulthard in features for Channel 4’s F1® coverage – alongside training for the Paralympics in Rio this September.
The Italian competed in Formula 1® between 1991 and 1994, making 41 race starts with Jordan, Minardi and Lotus, before moving to the CART Championships in 1995 where he won three races in his rookie season for the Chip Ganassi Racing team. The following season Zanardi won the first of his back-to-back CART title wins. His success earned him a place back amongst the elite in F1® as Williams secured his services for the 1999 season.
The return was short-lived as Zanardi returned to the CART Championship for the 2000 season and in 2001 he suffered a life-changing crash during a race in Germany which caused both of his legs to be amputated above the knee and forced an abrupt end to his open-wheel racing career.
Despite his career-threatening injuries, Zanardi’s desire to compete saw him return to racing in the 2003 World Touring Car Championships with BMW Team Italy-Spain, where he spent five seasons, winning four races. During this time Zanardi had taken an interest in hand cycling. 
By 2011, Zanardi had won the Rome, Venice and New York Marathon’s in the handcycling division and earned himself a place in the Italian team for London 2012. Zanardi won gold in the men’s road time-trial H4 and the individual H4 road race, before winning silver in the mixed team relay H1-4.
He has since returned to competitive racing in the Blancpain Sprint Series but will be targeting gold again at the Rio Paralympics in September. Zanardi will take time out from his training to join Channel 4 and film features with David Coulthard.
Jolyon Palmer
Jolyon Palmer is the record-breaking GP2 driver, set to make his Formula 1® debut this year with the Renault Sport team. Jolyon will write an exclusive online column for Channel 4’s dedicated F1® website ahead of every race weekend.
The 25-year-old made waves in the F1’s® feeder series after scoring 276 points in the 2014 season, a record at the time, where he raced for DAMS and became the first British winner of the championship since Lewis Hamilton. 
Since his impressive victory two years ago, he has been a test driver for Force India and Lotus, and caught the eye of the ambitious Renault Sport team where he will be joined by Kevin Magnussen.


Talent Q&A’s
David Coulthard

You’re part of Channel 4’s new F1® presenting team. What will your role be?
My role will be to co-commentate on races and provide expert analysis at each Grand Prix. 

What do you enjoy about commentating and punditry?
I’ve always enjoyed the sport and been watching it as long as I can remember, back in the days when I was a wee lad in Scotland. I looked to the television to be my commentary and insight. When I’m doing commentary on F1® I don’t think I’m talking to the engineering expert or the analyst student, I think I’m talking to the young version of me, male and female, who want to know more about it. I want to try and explain it in a way that is understandable and acceptable to all. 

You are also one of the owners of the production company that is making the programme. Does that mean you’re more involved in all the other aspects of production as well?
Yes. I’m consulted, advised and asked my opinion on a number of things we do in the business, in the same way that when I was a race driver you trust in your team. We’ve built an exciting team around it, with some that have more experience than others but all with the desire, energy and focus to make good television. Like any good business, you know you’re in a good place when you don’t have to micro-manage and you trust your team.

What can you tell us about the coverage? What will you do differently?
The essence of the race - the raw footage that everyone gets, the live image - we can only add commentary to and two or three replays, but we know Channel 4 are committed to having this live, uninterrupted and with no adverts. It’s fantastic for the fans. We are a talent team with some having more experience that others, some have had more success than others and some have more broadcast experience than others. We can really tap into each of their unique points of view and try to give as broad and diverse a coverage as possible.

What are you looking forward to about the experience?
Naturally, having an involvement in the company that have been given the opportunity by Channel 4 to produce, this is exciting. It’s what we have been working towards over the last several years. It doesn’t fundamentally change my role on the track. I worked with Mark Wilkin at the BBC and he is a very experienced guy. It’s his responsibility to make sure the show goes on air and that everyone is performing their role. In the moments when we are delivering content live, the captain will remain in control. 

How heavily involved were you in recruiting the rest of the presenting team?
Yeah I was involved. We certainly discussed which people we thought would be good and available. It was part of my role to go out and make contact and negotiate the opportunity for them to be available.

Do you think it’s important for F1® to have a presence on terrestrial TV?
Totally, I said this before I even left the BBC, for me it would have been shocking if Formula 1® had left free-to-air television. I think its fantastic Channel 4 have taken this opportunity, it’s a clear statement of intent. It’s one of the biggest global sports in the world, there’s a hard-core fan base in the UK, not only because most of the teams are based in the UK, but also because Britain has a highly talented workforce and creative population that responds to seeing technologies – whether it be mechanics or engineering or aerodynamics. To not be able to celebrate through free-to-air television and to give the next generation the opportunity to be inspired, when you consider that the business turns over billions in the UK and employs tens of thousands of people, would just be inconceivable.

Who’s your tip for the title this season?
The safe bet is on Hamilton and Mercedes. The slightly longer odds would be Rosberg and Mercedes, and then just to spice it up a bit, the outsider, I guess, would be Vettel. I don’t think Ferrari have the chance to win the constructors’ title, I could be wrong of course, but I just don’t see Raikkonen performing as consistently as Vettel, who was in the championship battle for quite a long time or certainly had a chance to get second until quite late on into the season last year, so he’s got the potential to be a thorn in the side of Mercedes. The other teams are still playing catch-up because of power unit issues.

Which will be the strongest team?
Mercedes. They’ve had an incredible winter of testing, clocking thousands of kilometres and have good reliability and of course good speed, again.

Who should we keep an eye out for as a surprise package?
Before we saw them even test, I thought Haas could be the surprise, not in terms of having the chance to win but in terms of being one of the best-prepared new teams to Formula 1®. They’ve really taken their time, they’ve bought everything they possibly can from Ferrari, and they’ve limited the areas that they can get wrong by being an independent manufacturer. They do seem to have had some teething problems in testing, in terms of running the car reliably, so it may take them a while to get up to speed. Outside of that, it’s just a question of who is battling for third. Is it Williams? Is it Red Bull? Are McLaren working their way back with two great drivers – Button and Alonso – can they really start to recover from the rock-bottom of last year?

Which track has the happiest memories for you?
I’m proud to have won what I consider the classic races – Monaco, Silverstone, Spa, Monza – it was nice to have the chance to stand at the top of the podium. Silverstone is a special place, it’s the home of the British Grand Prix. To have won there a couple of times is something I’m very proud of. When I go there to commentate I still stay in the BRDC (British Racing Drivers’ Club) in my motorhome like I used to do when I was a driver.

Do you miss racing in F1®?
No, I had my time and my journey, and I gave everything that I could to make the best of my opportunity. I live for today, I enjoyed that phase, I have other things in my life right now, which still gives me the chance to enjoy Formula 1®  and be part of it. I don’t win the races anymore but I don’t lose them either.

Who was the best driver you ever raced against?
Statistically that would be Michael Schumacher, because he won more races and championships than anyone else in Formula 1®. I was teammates with Mika Hakkinen for seven years, and he was an incredibly fast and talented driver. He was very fair, and that’s something that stands out. I was teammates with Kimi Raikkonen for two years, but he was younger and quieter at the time, he had great speed, but maybe not quite the same work ethic as Mika. It would probably have to be Michael Schumacher, he is the most successful in history. If you enter a sport, you’d rather reflect on competing against people who are considered the best in history, rather than having what could be considered a weak season and winning the championship. That’s how I view it, others would take the view of “a championship is a championship”, and I respect that, but I would rather have finished second to the best, than win against an average driver. 

It’s important for sports to attract new fans. What would you say to someone who had never watched a F1® race?
It’s the pinnacle of automotive technology. It’s the fastest form of closed-circuit racing and it deploys the latest technology that is currently available and a lot of the technology you take for granted on your road car was developed for Formula 1® in the past. So if you are someone that likes to be up to date with the latest gadget, and embrace technology and what it brings to your everyday life, well that is what Formula 1® is in sporting terms and in car terms.


Mark Webber

You’re part of Channel 4’s new Formula 1® presenting team. What’s your role on the show?
Punditry alongside David. I really enjoy relaying the expert opinion from the cockpit – what the drivers are going through, what the teams are going through putting the weekends together, the stress and the pressure of Formula 1®, from an expert view. I suppose I’m in a position to do that.

Have you got much in the way of punditry experience so far?
Yeah, I’ve done a bit of work for the BBC, I’ve done quite a lot of work with Channel 10 in Australia over the years, mainly in motorsport. I’ve done a little bit of motorbikes endure-cross with Red Bull TV, which was awesome.

So do you have ambitions to do other sports?
I think it really comes across well if you know what you’re talking about. It’s obviously natural for us to be talking about motorsport, we’re confident, we have a position, and that flows out reasonably naturally. I’d be wary of going in cold on other sports. I’m fascinated by other sports – I love listening to expert opinion, whether it’s John McEnroe or the football punditry, those guys breaking it down and explaining it in a really good way, the same with the cricket, explaining what the guys are going through. I love listening and learning from that, but whether you can cross over now that there are so many good guys filling those roles – you really need to be on top of your subject.

What’s it going to be like working alongside David Coulthard?
David and I have known each other for over 15 years, and we’ve always got on well. I think both coming from the countryside – a Scottish lad and a guy from the Outback – we’ve always got on really well. We were teammates together as well, we know each other very intimately on a professional level as well. I learned a lot off David in the middle part of my career – how to use the resources and use the people around you. He’s an absolute professional. And he’s like that now, with his other ventures and other businesses. I’ve enjoyed working with him in the past, and I’ll look forward to working with him on this new challenge.

Do you think it’s important for Formula 1® to be available on terrestrial TV, to be free-to-air?
Yeah, absolutely. Not everyone can afford to pay for sports channels, and Formula 1®, like all sports, has such tradition of being available for free, people just didn’t expect to have to pay for it. I think that’s still the template that people like to work off. The newer generation maybe feel a bit differently, but we’ve got a very broad demographic following our sport, and in many cases they don’t want to pay for it.

Who are the men to watch for the title this season?
I think it’s between three guys – Lewis, Nico and Sebastian. I think that Lewis slightly has the edge, from form and previous championships, but Nico is more than capable of doing it. He’s got to put the 12 months together, which is not easy against Lewis. And I just think that Ferrari are not quite there, in terms of the whole set of demands that are required to pull a championship together against Mercedes. But the thing that may help Seb is that internal team rivalry between Lewis and Nico – that might pull them around a little bit on points. But he has a tough gig against Mercedes, they are a very tough gig, and their testing looks good as well, so far.

So you wouldn’t look beyond Mercedes as the strongest team?
Definitely not. I think operationally, and in terms of resources, we can look at the stopwatch, that’s one thing, but when you get into the guts of the season, when you have to be out in the first practise session, when you have to be out in qualifying, when you have to have strong procedures in the race, they’re just so strong, they’ve got such a solid backbone at the moment. I think they’re demonstrating that with gusto in testing, they’re showing how well they’re prepared, with their systems and everything. It’s absolutely boring as hell talking about that type of thing, but that’s what executes results. On top of that, they have a fast car. 

Every season throws up a surprise package – who should we keep an eye out for this season?
It’s not fair to say that Red Bull would be a surprise, but I think that if they can find some more power, they can come back in to win. We all crave Williams returning to some sort of form. But you’ve still got to look at someone like Max Verstappen for me. He’s in his second year, which can be harder than your first year, because everyone is giving you praise and credit and giving you pats on the back in your first season – second season, they’re expecting you to perform. We’ll see how Max deals with that. But think that Torro Rosso with Max is something to watch. And Force India as well – watch them. I think they could start pretty well. It’s a bit like a smaller football club. Eventually the ones with the bigger squads will overhaul them, but early in the season, with a lean, resourceful team, Force India could do something with that Mercedes power.

You’ll obviously be revisiting the tracks this season. Which one holds the happiest memories for you?
If you’re a golfer, you can’t say “I only like par threes, I really don’t like par fives.” As drivers, It’s our job to like as many of the venues as possible. From the tracks specifically, there’s loads out there I liked. When you then look at the accommodation and the whole event, if you want to bring that into it, there are different challenges within that. I loved my home race in Australia. I never got a great result there, which was a shame, but I really loved the Melbourne Grand Prix – it’s very well put together, a cracking location next to the sea, and it’s the first round of the season, so everyone’s excited to see what’s going to unfold. Monet Carlo was always sensational. In terms of the tracks, Monte Carlo and Suzuka were two of the hardest tracks on the circuit. And then if you want to look for the passion and the sheer intensity of the fans, Sao Paolo was always a very intimate and close event. The British Prix, too – it’s like a second home race for me, you always get 100,000 fans there – the English buy their tickets six months in advance and turn up rain, hail or shine. 

What’s the adjustment like when you stop racing F1®? Did you find it difficult?
In the end, for me, it was reasonably straightforward. It’ a phenomenal sport, I really, really loved it. The hardest thing for me to walk away from was the intensity of working every day with really great people, who would drive you on every day, and improve you as a person and a driver. The whole adrenaline, the speed, the risk-taking, I don’t miss a huge amount. I felt I’d got the timing of my decision right. But I miss the glue of the team culture. I have something similar with Porsche now – I’m racing for them in the Sports Car Championship. You can’t just turn the tap straight off. If you stopped completely – which some guys do – it’s really difficult. 

Who was the best driver you raced against?
Probably Michael. He was unbelievably fast, had incredible feel for the car. I raced against loads of guys like that, but the extra vital layer that Michael had was discipline and work ethic. I had the second part, but I didn’t have the first part the way he did. You talk about the three different surfaces in tennis – we have to deal with that tenfold in terms of rain, the start of the track, tyres, there are so many different scenarios, and Michael was just excellent with every single one. He had so many strings to his bow.

How would you rate him in the all-time list?
That’s a conversation for a bar, with plenty of wine! You’ve got your Fangios, Stewarts, Sennas and Schumachers. What someone like Ayrton Senna did for the sport – he was such a fascinating character, and that bought a whole new number of people into our sport. He was so unpredictable and fascinating. Jackie Stewart was a different brand himself, as was Fangio. But those are the top four for me – then you’ve got guys like Lauda and Prost.



Any sport needs to attract new fans. What would you say to someone who’s never watched F1®?
It’s man and machine against each other and against the clock. It’s full of fantastic characters, and we go to unbelievable venues and tracks. It’s really, really exciting stuff.

Steve Jones

You’re fronting Channel 4’s F1® coverage. What exactly will your role be on the show?
My role as host, is one of constant curiosity. I'll be asking the questions our viewers at home are thinking to the teams and drivers alike. As well as teasing the very best analysis from the C4 panel of experts.

How long have you been following F1® for?
I've been dipping in and out for years. My rule of thumb is, if I'm in the house and there are a group of men driving at 200mph, around a track, seemingly with no regard for their own personal safety - I'm going to watch that! Admittedly I never expected to end up fronting F1® coverage so I've been watching with a greater sense of urgency lately. I might be the layman on the show but I want to know my Toto's from my Monisha's. 

What are your earliest memories of F1®?
My Grandad was a big F1® fan so watching Mansell take the World Title in 92 is the most vivid.

Who have been your favourite drivers over the years?
I like the bad boys like Hunt, Senna and Raikkonen but in truthfulness Mansell's moustachioed stoicism is where my heart lies....probably my Granddad's influence playing a part there.

What about your favourite F1® presenters?
Much like everybody else, for me, Murray Walker will always be the face and voice of F1®...but I must say Ben Edwards has the voice and the passion to be a worthy successor. He's the perfect balance to Coulthard's constant insouciance.

You’ve worked on some big shows in the past – why did you want to make the jump into sports presenting?
Quite simply - I was asked. I've hosted every kind of show you can think of in the entertainment world, so the prospect of a new challenge 14 years into my career was too good to pass up.

What are the key differences between the genres?
Entertainment generally has a solid structure and format. Answer these questions and get a prize, or sing this song and get a recording contract. In F1® anything can happen, it's constantly changing from one moment to the next. What you see on the screen is only part of the story, so much happens behind the scenes and it'll be myself and the team's job to ferret out that information and present it to the viewers. Also the added jeopardy of there being no script and no autocue, means you have to react in the moment. That's an extremely exciting and terrifying recipe.

Obviously you’ll be surrounded by a huge amount of knowledge in the presenting team. Are you doing some serious swatting up to keep up with them?
I dream in F1®...no joke. My wife told me I woke up recently screaming Bernie Ecclestone's name....joke!

Who are you most looking forward to working with and why?
I've been spending a lot of time with David Coulthard. Romantic dinners, walks in the park, washing each other’s hair, things like that. So I'm very much looking forward to exploring our on camera relationship. Plus of course Eddie Jordan is an enigma I can’t wait to explore.

What is your favourite race of the season and why?
There are a few - Singapore at night is awesome. I love the fact there are motorways above the track and you can see people driving home from work or heading out to the shops as Lewis and the gang tear up the ground beneath them. I can’t wait to soak up the incredible enthusiasm and excitement of the Japanese in Japan. But the jewel in the crown for me (and my wife as she has already called dibs on attending) is of course Monaco. It's pointless explaining why, because everybody already knows.

F1® fans are absolutely passionate about their sport. What can they expect from Channel 4’s coverage?
Everything they've become accustomed to and more. We will be in more places, talking to more people than ever before and we are still planning some big, spectacular films, exploring F1®, and the people involved and the stories that are always in the news. Channel 4's support in terms of airtime is fantastic, so the programmes will be slightly longer than previously, so we won't miss a thing throughout the season. 




How important is it for the sport to have a terrestrial presence?
Hugely important. Obviously "free" is better than "not free" and when it's available to all, everyone can enjoy it! The more people watch F1® the greater the long term chance of survival for the sport.

Who is your tip for the title this season?
We are half way through testing in Barcelona and already Mercedes are looking formidable. Hopefully Ferrari can sprinkle a little fairy dust on their cars to close the gap between Merc and the best of the rest, and if there's any leftover maybe they could give some to McLaren. It would be great to see two McLaren World Champions in with a chance of the podium again. The public deserve to have them racing at the front.

Will you be pushing for a Welsh Grand Prix in the future? If so, where would it take place?
Well we have the passion and the means. The Circuit of Wales in Blaenau Gwent is a fantastic facility which could easily be upgraded to host F1®. So a Valleys boy can dream.  


Susie Wolff

You were a F1® test driver until a few months ago. For the uninitiated, what does that job involve?
Working with team to develop the car and extract the optimum performance out of it.  This included lots of simulator work at the factory, test sessions out on track and giving detailed feedback.

In 2014, you became the first woman to take part in a F1® race weekend in 22 years, taking to the track in both the British and German Grand Prix. How did that feel?
At the time it was the natural progression in my career and I felt proud as a racing driver because it was always my goal to make it to F1®. My first lap out on track at Silverstone was special, as a British driver, racing for the most successful British F1® team at the British GP - it was a special moment.

Was F1® the highlight of your career?
F1® is the pinnacle of motorsport so yes, it was the highlight of my career although I also enjoyed seven years as a Mercedes Benz driver in the German Touring Car Championship.


Why did you decide to retire in November?
It came from a gut feeling - it was time to move on. I had got as far as I could in F1® and, as a sports person, you always have to know when your time is up. For me, I was ready for new challenges and I wanted to start the next chapter of my life.
How are you adjusting to post-racing life?
I am certainly missing the adrenaline and competition but not the strenuous fitness regime that was required. I have been working on a number of projects, one of which is a new initiative called Dare To Be Different launched together with The Motor Sports Association. Our main aim with the initiative is to drive female talent. It’s an ambitious and long-term project, but we hope to change perceptions and inspire the next generation of girls to know that motorsport is an option for them, on and off the track.

You’ve raced with David Coulthard before. What will it be like presenting alongside him?
David was my team mate in the German Touring Car Championship, I admire him as a driver and I’m looking forward to working with him as part of the Channel 4 team.

What do you think you can bring to the team this season?
Knowledge. I tested the F1® car on numerous occasions last year. I know the tracks, the teams and key personnel within the paddock. 

What is the track you are most looking forward to presenting from and why?
The British GP as the fans always make this a special weekend.

You had a successful racing career yourself, do you think it is about time there were some female F1® drivers?
I personally would love to see it happen. I couldn’t manage it but have always said I would help the next generation. There are a couple of very promising female drivers who I am mentoring, it would make me very proud to see one of them make the jump up into F1® if the opportunity arose. Don’t also forget that off track we have many successful women within the paddock. It’s changing in an organic way - no-one put any quotas out there, no-one said they needed more females, they are simply there because they are the best for the job. We are progressing in a positive way and the women who are at the visible end of F1® can then inspire the next generation.

Who’s your tip for the title this season?
Based on pre-season testing, I think Mercedes but it could be a tougher fight with Ferrari which will be fascinating for us all to watch.
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